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TRANSPORT SCOTLAND WINTER PREPAREDNESS

ROADS INFORMATION SHEET

Treating our Roads for Snow and Ice
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Between 1 October and 15 May, a 24-hour dedicated winter service operates on all of Scotland’s trunk roads.  Scotland’s 32 local authorities are responsible for the maintenance and safe operation of the local road network.  Trunk road winter treatment plans are published daily at: 

www.trafficscotland.org/wintertreatment.
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Since the winter of 2010 we have increased our gritter fleet and now have up to 190 gritters available.  Innovative specialist plant has also been brought to Scotland to increase our winter capability, including an icebreaker, footway snow blowers and inverted v-ploughs.

There are 153 weather stations across the trunk road network, 75 of which have camera coverage.  We continue to strengthen our network of weather stations and invest in innovative technology, for example we have equipped 50 patrol vehicles with remote temperature sensors.  Traffic Scotland displays data from road weather monitoring stations across the trunk road network at www.trafficscotland.org/weatherstations/.
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Transport Scotland has published a YouTube video which tells the story of how winter service is carried out on Scotland’s roads and is told by those who deliver the service on the ground.  Find the video at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjc2mkhiqvQ&sns=em.

Salt stocks are fundamental to a successful winter on our roads.  This is why we have increased our stocks of salt and alternative de-icers.  Latest salt stocks can be found at:

www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/maintenance/winter-maintenance/salt/salt-group-report.

To find out more about how the winter service is delivered on Scotland’s trunk road network, visit www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/maintenance/winter-maintenance.

Traffic Scotland Information Service
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During severe weather conditions we endeavour to keep the public informed using the most appropriate communication methods and modern technologies.  Traffic Scotland (www.trafficscotland.org) provides real-time traffic and travel information to the travelling public in a variety of ways, including variable message signs, a website, smartphone applications, twitter service (@TrafficScotland), a dedicated call centre and via commercial radio.  

Recent winter-related enhancements to the website include an internet radio service (www.trafficscotland.org/trafficscotlandradio/) and personalisation of travel information.

Traffic Scotland is fully integrated with MET Office weather warnings.  The MET Office issue specific weather warnings for rain, snow, wind, fog and ice and give a different colour depending on the likelihood of the event happening and the impact the conditions may have.  Descriptions of the warning levels can be found at www.metoffice.gov.uk.
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Transport Scotland has also worked in partnership with the Police to develop a severe weather information strategy to warn and inform road users when significant disruption to the road network is expected during extreme weather.  Descriptions of the stages can be found at
www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/policy/legal-requirements/road-travel-warning-messages.

There are lots of simple things that you can do to make your journey safer and less stressful during severe weather such as checking your route for delays before you set out, taking an alternative route if you need to, taking an emergency kit and adapting your driving style to the conditions.  To find out more, view our 'Driving in Bad Weather’ leaflet at
www.transportscotland.gov.uk/files/documents/Driving_Leaflet_A4_8pp.pdf.

In extreme circumstances it may not be possible for you to make or continue your planned journey as the route could become impassable due to snow or ice. Report this immediately by calling the 24 hour Traffic Customer Care Line on 0800 028 1414.
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Follow Traffic Scotland Tweets

EdinburghTravelliews
- Oxgangs Road North - 2-car aceident near 1o Swanston Road

Emergency services are In attendance “ediniravel

Traffic Scotland
M74 J1a (Polmadie Road Junction) - Accident, 1 lane closed

Tweets > Northbound for more than an hour has been cleared. #TSincident
Following

Tratfic Scotland
Followers

M80 Denny - J8 (Banknead M876) - Accident, 1 lane closed
Southbound for more than an hour tscot org/01¢ 19508 #TSincident
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